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Maison Chapuis, but sometimes called Campagne
Mont Alegre.

CAMPAGNE CHAPUIS, NEAR COLIGNY,
ist June.

You will perceive from my date that we have changed our
residence since my last letter. We now inhabit a little cottage
on the opposite shore of the lake, and have exchanged the
view of Mont Blanc and her snowy aiguilles for the dark
frowning Jura, behind whose range we every evening see the
sun sink, and darkness approaches our valley from behind the
Alps, which are then tinged by that glowing rose-like hue
which is observed in England to attend on the clouds of an
autumnal sky when daylight is almost gone. The lake is at
our feet, and a little harbour contains our boat, in which we
still enjoy our evening excursions on the water. Unfortunately
we do not now enjoy those brilliant skies that hailed us on
our first arrival to this country. An almost perpetual rain
confines us principally to the house; but when the sun bursts
forth it is with a splendour and heat unknown in England.
The thunderstorms that visit us are grander and more terrific
than I have ever seen before. We watch them as they
approach from the opposite side of the lake, observing the
lightning play among the clouds in various parts of the heavens,
and dart in jagged figures upon the piny heights of Jura, dark
with the shadow of the overhanging clouds, while perhaps the
sun is shining cheerily upon us. One night we enjoyed a finer
storm than I had ever before beheld. The lake was lit up, the
pines on Jura made visible, and all the scene illuminated for an
instant, when a pitchy blackness succeeded, and the thunder
came in frightful bursts over our heads amid the darkness.

But while I still dwell on the country around Geneva, you
will expect me to say something of the town itself; there is
nothing, however, in it that can repay you for the trouble of
walking over its rough stones. The houses are high, the
streets narrow, many of them on the ascent, and no public
building of any beauty to attract your eye, or any architecture